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persons and affairs, or they do not: if they do not,
what do they appear for ? if they take cognizance of
us and of our affairs, and yet do none hurt, then
they are not devils though spirits, for the Devil
would certainly do the utmost mischief he could;
on the contrary, those spirits do eminent good ser-
vices on sundry occasions to mankind ; they must
therefore be supposed at least to be good and bene-
ficent beings, inhabiting somewhere in the vast ex-
panse of space which we call the habitation of spi-
rits, or the invisible world.

And this leads us by the hand to that hitherto
unintelligible thing called the second-sight; that is
to say, that those good spirits make themselves vi-
sible to some particular persons, and represent to
them the form or shadow of this or that person that
they have a mind to have seen ; and even those per-
sons are represented not to do them hart, but often-
times to warn of approaching mischief, death, or
danger.

To what purpose should the Devil, who is never
guilty of doing good, except with design of evil, I
say to what purpose should he foretell evils awaiting
this or that man, who cares not what evil may or
can befall him ? to represent to him things in effigy,
which shall yet come to pass in reality ? to give him.
warnings of evils in time, that he may avoid it ?
This is not like the Devil, who is always seeking
man's destruction. For example :

The second-sighted Highlander sees a young lady
with three gentlemen standing at her right hand,
intimating that they should every one of them in
their turn, be her husband; and, however unlikely,
this comes to pass : he sees the like number of
women standing on the left hand of a man, and he
is directed by this to know they shall all be his
wives ; the very faces and habits of them are de-
scribed, and that so as to have them known; and